Evolutionary tracks and isochrones for low-and intermediate-mass stars: from 0.15 to 7 M ⊙ , and from Z = 0.0004 to 0.03. The range of initial masses goes from 0.15 M ⊙ to 7 M ⊙ , and the evolutionary phases extend from the zero age main sequence (ZAMS) till either the thermally pulsing AGB regime or carbon ignition. We also present an additional set of models with solar composition, computed using the classical Schwarzschild's criterion for convective boundaries. From all these tracks, we derive the theoretical isochrones in the Johnson-Cousins U BV RIJHK broadband photometric system.
Introduction
Models of evolutionary population synthesis require the computation of large data-bases of stellar evolutionary tracks, being as far as possible extended in their interval of initial masses and metallicities, covering the main evolutionary phases, and adopting a homogeneous and updated input physics.
One of the most popular of these sets is that from the Padova group (Bressan et al. 1993; Fagotto et al. 1994ab; Bertelli et al. 1994 , and references therein). The complete database covers a very large range of stellar masses (typically from 0.6 to 120 M ⊙ ) and metallicities (from Z = 0.0004 to 0.05). The input physics is homogeneous for all stellar tracks in the grids. Main characteristics of these models are the adoption of OPAL opacities, a constant helium-to-metal enrichment ratio ∆Y /∆Z, moderate convective overshooting from convective cores, and mass loss from massive stars. This data-base was extended to very low metallicities (i.e. Z = 0.0001) by Girardi et al. (1996a) .
Since 1994, many other evolutionary tracks have been computed by us, following some major updatings in the input physics. Some of the new tracks were intended only for testing the effects of these modifications, such as e.g. those discussed in Girardi et al. (1996b) . The main novelties with respect to the Bertelli et al. (1994) tracks are, essentially, the adoption of an improved equation of state (Straniero 1988; Girardi et al. 1996a; Mihalas et al. 1990 and references therein), and the new low-temperature opacities from Alexander & Ferguson (1994) . Eventually, complete sets of evolutionary tracks have been computed, thus generating a data-base which is comparable to the previous one in terms of the large coverage of mass and metallicity ranges. This paper aims to present this new data-base of stellar evolutionary tracks and isochrones, and make it available to the users. The tracks presented here are limited to the interval of low-and intermediate mass stars (i.e. from 0.15 to 7 M ⊙ ), and to 6 values of metallicity, from Z = 0.0004 to Z = 0.03. Further extensions of this data-base will be provided in subsequent papers.
The new evolutionary tracks have already been used in several studies in the last years. They are the starting point for the detailed thermally pulsing AGB tracks of Marigo (1998ab) and Marigo et al. (1998 Marigo et al. ( , 1999a . The stellar chemical yields have been computed by Marigo (1998a) and Marigo et al. (1999b) . An extended sample of the low-mass ZAMS models has been used by Høg et al. (1998) and in order to access the helium-to-metal enrichment ratio, ∆Y /∆Z, for the local stars sampled by the astrometric satellite HIPPARCOS. Girardi (1996) and Girardi & Bertelli (1998) discussed the behaviour of the B − V and V − K integrated colours of single-burst stellar populations derived from the present tracks. Pasquini et al. (1999) used the evolution of the momentum of inertia of these models to interpretate observations of Disc stars. and Girardi (1999) generated synthetic colour-magnitude diagrams (CMD), finding substructures on the clump of red giants of different galaxy models. Finally, the present isochrones were used by Carraro et al. (1999ab) to derive the ages of the oldest known open clusters.
The plane of this paper is as follows: Section 2 presents the input physics of the models; Section 3 introduces the stellar tracks and discuss their main characteristics; Section 4 describes the mass-loss on the RGB and synthetic TP-AGB evolution; Section 5 describes the derived isochrones. Finally Section 6 comments on the compatibility of present models with the Bertelli et al. (1994) data-base.
Input physics

Initial chemical composition
Stellar models are assumed to be chemically homogeneous when they settle on the zero age main sequence (ZAMS) For each value of Z, the fractions of different metals follow a solar-scaled distribution, as compiled by Grevesse & Noels (1993) and adopted in the OPAL opacity tables. The ratio between abundances of different isotopes is according to Anders & Grevesse (1989) .
Opacities
The radiative opacities are from the OPAL group (Rogers & Iglesias 1992; Iglesias & Rogers 1993) for temperatures higher than log(T /K) = 4.1, and from Alexander & Ferguson (1994) for log(T /K) < 4.0. In the temperature interval 4.0 < log(T /K) < 4.1, a linear interpolation between the opacities derived from both sources is adopted. We remind the reader that both opacities sources provide values in good agreement in this temperature interval; the relative differences in opacities are typically lower than 5 percent (see Alexander & Ferguson 1994) .
The conductive opacities of electron-degenerate matter are from Hubbard & Lampe (1969) . We compared the tracks obtained with this prescription with more recent ones (Salasnich et al., 1999) which use the formulas. No significant differences in the evolutionary features turned out.
Equation of state
The equation of state (EOS) for temperatures higher than 10 7 K is that of a fully-ionized gas, including electron degeneracy in the way described by Kippenhahn et al. (1965) . The effect of Coulomb interactions between the gas particles at high densities is introduced following the prescription by Straniero (1988) . The latter was however adapted to the general case of a multiple-component plasma, as described in the appendix of Girardi et al. (1996a) .
For temperatures lower than 10 7 K, we adopt the detailed "MHD" EOS of Mihalas et al. (1990, and references therein) . The free-energy minimization technique used to derive thermodynamical quantities and derivatives for any input chemical composition, is described in detail by , Däppen et al. (1988) , and Mihalas et al. (1988) . In our cases, we explicitly calculated EOS tables for all the Z values of our tracks, using the Mihalas et al. (1990) code. To save computer time, we consider only the four most abundant metal species, i.e. C, N, O, and Ne. For each Z, EOS tables for several closely spaced values of Y were computed, in order to cover the range of surface helium composition found in the evolutionary models before and after the first and second dredge-up events.
Alternatively, we computed some tracks using a much simpler EOS, where the ionization equilibrium and thermodynamical quantities were derived by solving a simple set of Saha equations for a H+He mixture (Baker & Kippenhahn 1962) . Comparison of these tracks with those obtained with the MHD EOS revealed that no significant differences in effective temperature or luminosity arise for dwarf stars of mass higher than about 0.7 M ⊙ , or for giant stars of any mass. This is so because only dwarf stars of lower mass present the dense and cold envelopes in which the non-ideal effects included in the MHD EOS become important. Moreover, only in the lowestmass stars the surface temperatures are low enough so that the H 2 molecule is formed, which has dramatic consequences for their internal structures (see e.g. Copeland et al. 1970 ). Therefore, the use of the MHD EOS is essential for our aim of computing stellar models with masses lower than 0.6 M ⊙ (see also Girardi et al. 1996b ).
Reaction rates and neutrino losses
The network of nuclear reactions we use involves all the important reactions of the pp and CNO chains, and the most important alpha-capture reactions for elements as heavy as Mg (see Bressan et al. 1993 and Maeder 1983 for details).
The reaction rates are from the compilation of Caughlan & Fowler (1988) Graboske et al. (1973) .
The energy losses by pair, plasma, and bremsstrahlung neutrinos, important in the electron degenerate stellar cores, are taken from Munakata et al. (1985) and Itoh & Kohyama (1983) .
Convection
The energy transport in the outer convection zone is described according to the mixing-length theory of Böhm-Vitense (1958) . The mixing length parameter α is calibrated by means of the solar model (see Section 2.6 below).
The extension of convective boundaries is estimated by means of an algorithm which takes into account overshooting from the borders of both core and envelope convective zones. The formalism is fully described in Bressan et al. (1981) and Alongi et al. (1991) . The main parameter describing overshooting is its extent Λ c across the border of the convective zone, expressed in units of pressure scale heigth. Importantly, this parameter in the Bressan et al. (1981) formalism is not equivalent to others found in literature. For instance, the overshooting scale defined by Λ c = 0.5 in the Padova formalism roughly corresponds to the 0.25 pressure scale heigth above the convective border, adopted by the Geneva group (Meynet et al. 1994 and references therein) to describe the same physical phenomenum, i.e. Λ G c = 0.25. The non-equivalency of the parameters used to describe convective overshooting by different groups, has been a recurrent source of misunderstanding in the literature.
We adopt the following prescription for the parameter Λ c as a function of stellar mass: -Λ c is set to zero for stellar masses M ≤ 1.0 M ⊙ , in order to avoid the development of a small central convective zone in the solar model, which would persist up to the present age of 4.6 Gyr. -For M ≥ 1.5 M ⊙ , we adopt Λ c = 0.5, i.e. a moderate amount of overshoting, which coincides with the values adopted in the previous Bertelli et al. (1994) models. -In the range 1.0 < M < 1.5 M ⊙ , we adopt a gradual increase of the overshoot efficiency with mass, i.e. In the stages of core helium burning (CHeB), the value Λ c = 0.5 is used for all stellar masses. This amount of overshooting dramatically reduces the extent of the breathing pulses of convection found in the late phases of CHeB (see Chiosi et al. 1992) .
Overshooting at the lower boundary of convective envelopes is also considered. The calibration of the solar model required an envelope overshooting not higher than 0.25 pressure scale heigths. This value of Λ e = 0.25 (see Alongi et al. 1991 , for a description of the formalism) was then adopted for the stars with 0.6 ≤ (M/M ⊙ ) < 2.0, whereas Λ e = 0 was adopted for M < 0.6 M ⊙ . On the other hand, low values of Λ e lead to the almost complete suppression of the Cepheid loops in intermediate-mass models (Alongi et al. 1991) . Therefore, for M > 2.5 M ⊙ a value of Λ e = 0.7 was assumed as in Bertelli et al. (1994) . Finally, for masses between 2.0 and 2.5 M ⊙ , Λ e was let to increase gradually from 0.25 to 0.7.
We are well aware that the present prescription for the overshooting parameters seems not to fit on the ideals of simplicity and homogeneity one would like to find in such large sets of evolutionary tracks. However, they represent a pragmatic choice, since the prescriptions previously adopted were not satisfactory in many details.
Calibration of the solar model
The calibration of the solar model is an essential step in the computation of our evolutionary tracks. Some of the parameters found in the solar model are subsequentely adopted in all the stellar models of our data-base.
We adopt for the Sun the metallicity of Z = 0.019, i.e. a value almost identical to the Z ⊙ = 0.01886 favoured by Anders & Grevesse (1989) . Several 1 M ⊙ models, for different values of mixing-length parameter α and helium content Y ⊙ , are let to evolve up to the age of 4.6 Gyr. From this series of models, we are able to single out the pair of [α, Y ⊙ ] which allows for a simultaneous match of the present-day solar radius and luminosity, R ⊙ and L ⊙ .
An additional constraint for the solar model comes from the heliosismological determination of the depth of the solar convection zone, of 0.287 ± 0.003 R ⊙ (Christensen-Dalsgaard et al. 1991) . It corresponds to a radius of R c = 0.713 R ⊙ for the lower boundary of the convective envelope. The adoption of a overshooting parameter of Λ e = 0.7, like in Bertelli et al. (1994) , would lead to a solar model with too a deep convection zone, namely with R c = 0.680 R ⊙ . This parameter was then reduced to Λ e = 0.25, which allows a reasonable reproduction of the observed value of R c .
Our final solar model reproduces well the Sun R ⊙ , L ⊙ , and R c values. From this model, we derive the values of α = 1.68, Y ⊙ = 0.273, and Λ e = 0.25, used in other stellar models as described in the previous subsections.
Stellar tracks
Evolutionary stages and mass ranges
Our models are evolved from the ZAMS, at constant mass. The evolution through the whole H-and He-burning phases is followed in detail. The tracks are stopped either during the TP-AGB phase in intermediate-and low-mass, or at the onset of carbon ignition in a helium-exhausted core in the case of our most massive models. In the case of stellar masses lower than 0.6 M ⊙ , the main sequence evolution takes place on time scales much larger than a Hubble time. For them, we stopped the computations at an age of about 25 Gyr. In low-mass stars with M > ∼ 0.6 M ⊙ , the evolution is interrupted at the stage of He-flash in the electron degenerate hydrogen-exhausted core. This because the computation of the complete evolution through the He-flash requires too much CPU time. The evolution is then re-started from a ZAHB model with the same core mass and surface chemical composition as the last RGB model. The initial ZAHB model presents also a core in which 5 percent (in mass fraction) of the helium has been burned into carbon. This takes into account the approximate amount of nuclear fuel necessary to lift the core degeneracy during the He-flash. The evolution is then followed up to the thermally pulsing AGB phase.
Additional He-burning models with 0.5 ≤ (M/M ⊙ ) < 0.6 have been computed, starting from a ZAHB model with the same core mass and surface chemical composition as the last 0.6 M ⊙ RGB model.
In intermediate-mass stars, the evolution goes from the ZAMS up to either the beginning of the TP-AGB phase, or to the carbon ignition in our most massive models (i.e. those with masses higher than about 5 M ⊙ ).
For the stellar masses in which the evolution goes through the TP-AGB, a small number of thermal pulses has been followed -typically, from 2 to 5 ones. In some few cases, however, the sequences contain only the first significant pulse, whereas few sequences present as much as 19 thermal pulse cycles. Table 1 gives the values of the transition masses M Hef and M up , as derived from the present tracks. M Hef is the maximum mass for a star to develop an electron-degenerate core after the main sequence, and sets the limit between low-and intermediate-mass stars (see e.g. Bertelli et al. 1986; Chiosi et al. 1992) . For deriving the values of Table 1 , we have selected the stellar track for which the core mass at He-ignition presents its minimum value (see figure 1 in Girardi 1999) . It coincides, in most cases, with the least massive stellar track we were able to evolve through the He-flash. Given the low mass separation between the tracks we computed, the M Hef values here presented are uncertain by only 0.05 M ⊙ .
M up is the maximum mass for a star to develop an electrondegenerate core after the CHeB phase, and sets the limit between intermediate-and high-mass stars (Chiosi et al. 1992) . Stars with M > M up should ignite carbon and avoid the thermally pulsing AGB phase. Since we do not follow the carbon burning in detail, as soon a small amount of carbon burning occurs in the stars with mass above ∼ 4.5 M ⊙ , we are not able to determine with confidence whether such burning will increase or fade away with time (giving place to an AGB star). Therefore, in Table 1 we simply give a range of possible values to M up , where the lower limit represents stars which probably enter in the double-shell thermally pulsing phase, and the upper limit that of stars which apparently burn carbon explosively. 
Tracks in the HR diagram
The complete set of tracks for very low-mass stars (M < 0.6 M ⊙ ) are presented in the HR diagram of Fig. 1 . The tracks start at a stage identified with the ZAMS, and end at the age of 25 Gyr. The ZAMS model is defined to be the stage of minimum T eff along the computed track; it follows a stage of much faster evolution in which the pp-cycle is out of equilibium, and in which gravitation may provide a non negligible fraction of the radiated energy. It is evident from Fig. 1 that these stars evolve very little during the Hubble time. We also computed an additional set of "canonical" evolutionary tracks with solar composition, i.e. [Z = 0.019, Y = 0.273]. They differ from the models previously described only in the prescription for the mixing: they are computed assuming the classical Schwarzschild criterion for the convective boundaries (i.e. without overshooting). Semi-convection is assumed during the core-He burning phase. This set is presented only for M ≥ 1.2 M ⊙ , since stars with M < ∼ 1.1 M ⊙ present a radiative core during the main sequence; therefore, the tracks of lower mass are not affected by the adoption of an overshooting scheme (see also Section 2.5), at least in the main sequence phase. The two sets of tracks for [Z = 0.019, Y = 0.273] provide a useful data-base for comparing the behaviour of canonical and overshooting models.
Description of the tables
The data tables for the present evolutionary tracks are available only in electronic format. They are stored at the CDS data center in Strasbourg, and are also available upon request to the authors. A WWW site with the complete data-base (including additional data and the future extensions) will be mantained at http://pleiadi.pd.astro.it.
For each evolutionary track, the corresponding data file presents 21 columns with the following information:
1. age/yr: stellar age in yr; 2. logL: logarithm of surface luminosity (in solar units), log(L/L ⊙ ); 3. logTef: logarithm of effective temperature (in K), log T eff ; 4. grav: logarithm of surface gravity ( in cgs units); 5. logTc: logarithm of central temperature (in K); 6. logrho: logarithm of central density (in cgs units); 7. Xc,Yc: mass fraction of either hydrogen (up to the central H-exhaustion) or helium (later stages) in the stellar centre; 8. Xc_C: mass fraction of carbon in the stellar centre; 9. Xc_O: mass fraction of oxygen in the stellar centre; 10. Q_conv: fractionary mass of the convective core; 11. Q_disc: fractionary mass of the first mesh point where the chemical composition differs from the surface value; 12. logL_H: logarithm of the total luminosity (in solar units)
provided by H-burning reactions; 13. Q1_H: fractionary mass of the inner border of the H-rich region; 14. Q2_H: fractionary mass of the outer border of the Hburning region; 15. logL_He: logarithm of the total luminosity (in solar units) provided by He-burning reactions; a null value indicates negligible energy generation by those reactions; 16. Q1_He: fractionary mass of the inner border of the Heburning region; 17. Q2_He: fractionary mass of the outer border of the Heburning region; 18. logL_C: logarithm of the total luminosity (in solar units) provided by C-burning reactions; a null value means that it is negligible; 19. logL_nu: logarithm of the total luminosity (in solar units) lost by neutrinos; a null value means that it is negligible; 20. Q_Tmax: fractionary mass of the point with the highest temperature inside the star; 21. stage: label indicating particular evolutionary stages.
A number of evolutionary stages are indicated along the tracks (column 21). They correspond either to: the initial evolutionary stages (ZAMS or ZAHB), local maxima and minima of L and T eff (Te-M, Te-m, L-M, and L-m), the exhaustion of central hydrogen (Xc=0) and helium (Yc=0), the lowest L and highest T eff during the He-burning of intermediate-mass stars (Bhe and LpT, respectively), the base and tip of the first ascent of the red giant branch (Brg and Tip, respectively), the maximum L immediately preceding a thermal pulse (1tp), and Herwig (1996;  full circles) and Jeffries (1997, full squares). The smaller dots represent data points of lower quality (cf. Herwig 1996) . The open circle instead represents the mean masses of field white dwarfs and their progenitors. The mean initial-final mass relation from Herwig is also shown (dashed line); it is based only in the most reliable mass determinations for white dwarfs. The continuous line, instead, is the initial-final mass relation as derived from our Z = 0.019 models (see text for details).
the onset of C-burning (Cb). These stages delimit characteristic evolutionary phases, and can be useful for the derivation of physical quantities (as e.g. typical lifetimes) as a function of either mass or metallicity. Notice that some of these evolutionary stages may be absent from particular tracks, depending on the precise value of stellar mass and metallicity.
For the sake of conciseness and homogeneity, the evolutionary tracks in the data-base do not include the fraction of the TP-AGB evolution which was actually computed, and which is also presented in Figs. 2 and 3 . Detailed data about the initial TP-AGB evolution, for any metallicity, can be obtained upon request to the authors. However, we remark that the complete TP-AGB evolution is included, in a synthetic way, in the isochrones to be described below.
Changes in surface chemical composition
The surface chemical composition of the stellar models change on two well-defined dredge-up events. The first one occurs at the first ascent of the RGB for all stellar models (except for the very-low mass ones which are not evolved out of the main sequence). The second dredge-up is found after the core The age range goes from log(t/yr) = 7.8 to 10.2, at equally spaced intervals of ∆ log t = 0.3. In both cases, the main sequence is complete down to 0.15 M ⊙ .
He-exhaustion, being remarkable only in models with M > ∼ 3.5 M ⊙ . We provide tables with the surface chemical composition of H, 3 He, 4 He, and main CNO isotopes, before and after these events (when present in our data). Table 2 shows, as an example, the table for the solar composition.
Mass loss on the RGB, and synthetic TP-AGB evolution
Before presenting the isochrones derived from our evolutionary tracks, we briefly describe the way we have considered the effect of mass loss on the RGB. Also, we describe the extension of our tracks of low-and intermediate-mass stars through the complete TP-AGB phase. The latter point is an important one, since this evolutionary phase constitutes a significant fraction of the bolometric luminosity of stellar populations.
Mass loss by stellar winds during the RGB of low-mass stars is considered only at the stage of isochrone construction. We use the empirical formulation by Reimers (1975) , but with mass-loss rates multiplied by a parameter η which is set equal to 0.4 (see Renzini & Fusi Pecci 1988) . The procedure is basically the following: In passing from the RGB-tip to the ZAHB, we first integrate the mass loss rate along the RGB of every single track, in order to estimate the total amount of mass that has to be removed. Then the mass of the evolutionary models (that were computed at constant mass) is simply scaled down to the value suited to the ZAHB stars. This approximation is a good one since the mass loss does not affect significantly the internal structure of models at the tip of the RGB.
In addition, before constructing the isochrones, we need to complete the stellar evolution along the TP-AGB. This phase is followed in a synthetic way (see Iben & Truran 1978; Groenewegen & de Jong 1993; Bertelli et al. 1994; Marigo et al. 1996 Marigo et al. , 1998 Girardi & Bertelli 1998) . In a few words, we evolve the core mass, total mass, effective temperature and luminosity of each star, from the first thermal pulse on the AGB up to the stage of complete envelope ejection. The following relations are used to this aim: -The core mass-luminosity relation described in eqs. 10 and 11 of Groenewegen & de Jong (1993, and references therein) ; -The rate of core growth from eq. 18 of Groenewegen & de Jong (1993) . -The luminosity-effective temperature relations described in eq. 12 of Girardi & Bertelli (1998) . Suffice it to recall that these relations are obtained by extrapolating the slope of the early-AGB phase of our models to higher luminosities and lower effective temperatures. This is performed separately for each value of the metallicity. -We adopt the Vassiliadis & Wood's (1993) prescription for the mass-loss along the TP-AGB, since it proved to provide a reasonable description for the initial-final relation of low-and intermediate-mass stars of solar metallicity (see e.g. Marigo 1998a), as well as to the maximum luminosity of AGB stars of different ages (and hence initial masses) observed in the LMC (see Marigo et al. 1996) .
It is worth remarking that this prescription for the TP-AGB evolution can be considered only as a crude first approximation to the real evolution. We do not consider, for instance, key processes as the third dredge-up and hot-bottom burning in TP-AGB stars. We intend to replace soon the present prescription, for the detailed TP-AGB models of Marigo et al. (1998 Marigo et al. ( , 1999 .
For the moment, we just compare the initial-final mass relation, as derived from the present tracks, with the empirical one of Herwig (1996) . This is done in Fig. 4 . It is important to recall some aspects of the empirical relation. First, the Herwig (1996) relation is very different from the (largely used) Weidemann (1987) one, at least in the range of initial masses M > ∼ 2 M ⊙ ; this is due, essentially, to the dramatic reevaluation of the mass of the white dwarfs in the Hyades (cf. Weidemann 1996) . Second, the Herwig (1996) relation extends up to a initial mass of 8 M ⊙ , value which represents the white dwarfs in the open cluster NGC 2516. Recently, the initial mass of the white dwarfs in this cluster have been re-evaluated, to new values of 5 − 6 M ⊙ , by Jeffries (1997) . Therefore, the upper mass limit of stars which produce white dwarfs, is roughly consistent with the values of M up ∼ 5 M ⊙ we find in our stellar models. Figure 4 evidences that our theoretical initial-final mass relation for the solar metallicity, reproduces in a satisfactory way the empirical one from Herwig (1996) and Jeffries (1997) . This is an important point for a set of isochrones aimed to be used in evolutionary population synthesis calculations.
Isochrones
Construction of isochrones
From the tracks presented in this paper, we have constructed isochrones adopting the same algorithm of "equivalent evolutionary points" as used in Bertelli et al. (1990 Bertelli et al. ( , 1994 .
The initial point of each isochrone is the 0.15 M ⊙ model in the lower main sequence. The terminal stage of the isochrones is either the tip of the TP-AGB for M < ∼ 5 M ⊙ (ages of ∼ 10 8 yr), or C-ignition in the core for the remaining stars. Theoretical luminosities and effective temperatures along the isochrones are translated to magnitudes and colors using extensive tabulations of bolometric corrections and colors, as in Bertelli et al. (1994) . The tabulations were obtained from convolving the spectral energy distributions contained in the library of stellar spectra of Kurucz (1992) with the response function of several broad-band filters. The response functions are from Buser & Kurucz (1978) for the U BV pass-bands, from Bessell (1990) for the R and I Cousins, and finally from Bessell & Brett (1988) for the JHK ones.
Description of isochrone tables
In Fig. 5 we present some of the derived isochrones on the HRD, sampled at age intervals of ∆ log t = 0.3. They cover the complete age range from about 0.06 to 16 Gyr. Younger isochrones could be constructed only with the aid of evolutionary tracks for stars with initial masses M > ∼ 7 M ⊙ , which are not presented in this paper.
Complete tables with the isochrones can be obtaind at the CDS in Strasbourg, or upon request to the authors, or through the WWW site http://pleiadi.pd.astro.it. In this database, isochrones are provided at ∆ log t = 0.05 intervals; this means that any two consecutive isochrones differ by only 12 percent in their ages.
For each isochrone table, the layout is as follows: An header presents the basic information about the age and metallicity of each isochrone. Column 1 presents the logarithm of the age in yr; Columns 2 and 3 the initial and actual stellar masses, respectively. We recall that the initial mass is the useful quantity for population synthesis calculations, since together with the initial mass function it determines the relative number of stars in different sections of the isochrones. Then follow the logaritms of surface luminosity (column 4), effective temperature (column 5), and surface gravity (column 6). From columns 7 to 15, we have the sequence of absolute magnitudes, starting with the bolometric one and following those in the U BV RIJHK pass-bands. In the last column (16), the indefinite integral over the initial mass M of the initial mass function (IMF) by number, i.e.
is presented, for the case of the Salpeter IMF, φ(M ) = AM −α , with α = 2.35. When we assume a normalization constant of A = 1, FLUM is simply given by FLUM= M 1−α /(1 − α). This is a useful quantity since the difference between any two values of FLUM is proportional to the number of stars located in the corresponding mass interval. It is worth remarking that we present FLUM values for the complete mass interval down to 0.15 M ⊙ , always assuming a Salpeter IMF, whereas we know that such an IMF cannot be extended to such low values of the mass. However, the reader can easily derive FLUM relations for alternative choices of the IMF, by using the values of the initial mass we present in the Column 2 of the isochrone tables.
We also provide summary tables containing basic information for the most significant stages along the isochrones. A sample table of this kind is presented in Table 3 below, for three Z = 0.019 isochrones, with age values log(age/yr) = 7.8, 9.0 and 10.2. The evolutionary stages are listed in the last column, and are, in sequence:
-TO: the turn-off point, i.e. the point of highest T eff during the core−H burning phase. Similar tables are presented in the data-base, for other values of age and metallicity. In addition, we provide tables with the integrated broadband colours of single-burst stellar populations. Such tables are derived by integrating the stellar luminosities, weighted by the predicted number of stars in each bin, along the isochrones.
Concluding remarks
The stellar evolutionary tracks described here constitute a very extensive and homogeneous grid. They are therefore suited to the purposes of evolutionary population synthesis, either of simple (star clusters) or complex (galaxies) stellar populations. They can be used to describe populations older than 6 × 10 7 yr, for a wide range of metallicities. This range does not include, however, that of very low-metallicities found in some globular clusters, and the tail of very high metallicities which may be found in the most massive elliptical galaxies and bulges. We intend to extend the data-base in order to cover these intervals in forthcoming papers.
One of the main characteristic of this data-base is that stellar tracks are presented at very small mass intervals. The typical mass resolution for low-mass stars is of 0.1 M ⊙ . This is reduced to 0.05 M ⊙ in the interval of very-low masses (M < ∼ 0.6 M ⊙ ), and occasionally in the vicinity of the limit mass M Hef between low-and intermediate mass stars. The mass separation between tracks increases in the range of intermediatemass stars, but anyway we provide enough tracks to allow a very detailed mapping of the HR diagram. As a result of this good mass resolution, the derived theoretical isochrones are also very detailed.
Due to their characteristics, the data-base is particularly suited to the construction of synthetic colour-magnitude diagrams (CMD). The latter are important tools for the correct interpretation of the high-quality photometric data which is becoming available for Local Group galaxies. Among these data, we mention the HIPPARCOS results for the solar vicinity (Perryman et al. 1995) , the extensive photometric data-bases derived from the search of micro-lensing events towards the Magellanic Clouds and the Galactic Bulge, and deep HST images of particular galaxy fields.
As examples of the level of detail provided by the present tracks and isochrones, we mention the results obtained in the works by and Girardi (1999) . They have simulated synthetic CMDs for different model galaxies, finding substructures in the red clump region of the CMD. In particular, a faint secondary clump happens to be present is such models, as a result of the fine mass resolution adopted in the calculation of the evolutionary tracks with mass M ∼ 2 M ⊙ . Conterparts to these clump substructures have been noticed in the CMDs derived from HIPPARCOS data, and those of some Magellanic Cloud fields observed to date (see Girardi 1999) .
In addition, the present tracks behave in a very regular way for different metallicities, so that the construction of isochrones for any intermediate value of metallicity (in the interval 0.0004 ≤ Z ≤ 0.03) is possible. These isochrones for arbitrary values of Z are available upon request, but are not included in the present electronic data-base.
An open question is whether the present models can be complemented with those of Bertelli et al. (1994) and Girardi et al. (1996a) , for metallicities lower than Z = 0.0004 and higher than Z = 0.03, or masses higher than 7 M ⊙ . The answer is not simple. In fact there are several differences between both sets of models. First of all, for metallicities higher than Z = 0.008, the adopted Y (Z) relations are different. It generates systematic, although small, differences in the model luminosities and lifetimes for the sets of highest metallicities. Whether they are significant, however, is something that depends on the level of detail one is interested to look at.
The Bertelli et al. (1994) data-base does not contain Z = 0.001 models with OPAL opacities, which are included in the present one. With respect to lower metallicities, the Girardi et al. (1996a) models with Z = 0.0001, are probably a valid complement to the present ones, but present a lower mass resolution than now adopted, and a different prescription for overshooting in the mass range 1.0 < (M/M ⊙ ) < 1.5.
On the other hand, a preliminary comparison between the present and previous Padova evolutionary models, in the range from about 5 to 7 M ⊙ , reveals that they have almost identical tracks in the HRD and lifetimes. Therefore, they can be used to complement the present models for masses higher than 7 M ⊙ , or equivalently for ages younger than 10 8 yr.
